Gurcharan Das is a regular columnist for The Times of India and other national and international Newspapers and magazines. He is a versatile personality which has shown his remarkable talents in different genres of literature. Along with his maiden novel A Fine Family (1990), he has published three plays Larins Sahib (1968), Mira (1970) and 9 Jakhoo Hill (1996) and many non-fictional works such as India A liberal case for a Strong State (2012).
Introduction:
To call a writer as a liberal and his ideas as votary of moral values give us no new impression about a writer of literary works because throughout the history of English literature each and every writer has been a votary of liberalism and his writings have been full of liberal values. Literature itself connotes liberal values but what is new in the treatment of Gurucharan Das as a liberal writer and that of his works as votary of liberal values is that Gurucharan Das's way of presenting liberal values in his works is somewhat revolutionary what attract is the attention is his showing the liberalization as the pivot for each and every liberal values. For him , it seems that all the social, legal, political and economic values come forward only after the socio-economic and political liberalization. Liberalization in general, refers to a relaxation in such areas of social, political and economic policies. It sometimes refers as deregulation or democratization. In social policy it may refer to relaxation rigid laws P a g e | 2033 THINK INDIA (Quarterly Journal) ISSN: 0971-1260 Vol-22-Issue-3-July-September-2019 related to civil rights. In economic and trade it stands for privatization, liberalization and globalization.
For Gurucharan Das liberal values have no meaning if there is no liberalization and they are even not possible. His focus in his non-fiction as well as fiction of work has been on economic liberalization but his target is to reach to the formation of such a society which like a utopian state cherishes liberal val Gurcharan Das is a great votary of liberal ideas like pluralism, tolerance and freedom in his works. While these ideas find an explicit expression in his non-fictional works wherein he constantly emphasizes the importance of civil rights, political and economic freedom, lesser role for government and bureaucracy in a democracy and caring of the downtrodden; his dramatic and fictional works celebrate these values through frequent discussions as well as through their imaginative portrayal of characters in the course of the story. Gurcharan Das' belief in liberal side of humanism makes him vouch for women empowerment and the role of private sector in providing human dignity and enterprise to poor people who need basic health and educational services. His imaginative and critical world has significant similarities with the great tradition of liberal thought exemplified in John Lock, Adam Smith, John Milton, Raja Ram Mohan Roy etc.
Strongly advocating his liberal credentials, it is his liberal ideas and philosophy for which
Gurcharan Das is known best both in literary and non-literary world. As in one of his books he himself accepts "I am at heart an old fashioned liberal." (Das, "Introduction" XV)
One of the important things about Gurcharan Das is that he creates the incident of economic liberalization of 1991in India as a metaphor for onset of human freedom which is not limited by its economic implications. Most of the titles of the chapters in his books put the writer's belief in liberal values at the forefront. For instance subtitle like 'A liberal case for a strong state', 'On the Subtle Art of Dharma,' and chapters like 'A Quest for a Strong Liberal State', 'Middle Class Dignity', 'The Golden Summer of 1990s', 'Our Liberating Nineties' etc. reveal liberalism as the central credo of Gurcharan Das' work. Though economic liberalism stands at the heart of the vision of Gurcharan Das, yet he advocates political, social and religious liberalism as vehemently as the economic one. Further, his idea of economic liberalism is not that of an exclusive and restrictive one, he links it with the problems of human search for a better and meaningful life. For him, to concentrate P a g e | 2034 THINK INDIA (Quarterly Journal) ISSN: 0971-1260 Vol-22-Issue-3-July-September-2019 exclusively on the economic freedom would be useless and self-defeating endeavour without the liberal values which provide an essential foothold to it. As the Economist writes "Mr. Das insists that liberal ideas offer the clearest answer to many of India's woes……(his) celebration of liberalism is admirable" (Praise for the book quoted in Das's Introduction)
Liberalism as a material philosophy of society has its roots in enlightenment legacy of industrial revolution, though as a way of life and a set of values it has been part of human civilization since antiquity. Liberalism is viewed as a panacea to the quintessential human problem by Rousseau in his declaration that man is in chains everywhere despite being born free. Liberalism posits its belief in progress, science, democracy and international cooperation. The multifaceted aspects of liberalism-as an intellectual tradition, as an awareness of variousness and complexity, as a counter radical movement-are the legacies of modern civilization in its onward march for equal opportunity and fairness of competition.
Liberalism, in its broadest sense, is a philosophy that emphasizes and advocates the freedom in every walk of life, be it political, economic or socio-religious. It generally supports change and progress, reforms and growth, transparency and efficiency in the social, economic and political systems to make life of people truly democratic. It holds an intermediate position between conservatism and radicalism wherein the ideas such as democratic elections, civil rights, freedom of press, freedom of religion, free trade and private property are championed.
"Liberals espouses a wide array of views depending on their understanding of these principles, but generally they support ideas such as democratic elections, civil rights, freedom of press, freedom of religion, free trade and private property." (Encyclopaedia)
The allegation that liberalism is based exclusively upon possessive market economy or that it expounds a superstructure of a capitalistic type economy is to see only trees and miss the forest. Liberalism cannot be merely reduced to economic premises. It stands for the protection of individual rights along with his/her right to have a security in his property. It is this right to have security in property which is one of the key features of liberalism. It is also a theory and practice of the juridical defense of individual liberty. Though liberalism can be said to have been a product of a particular culture within certain social and economic factors, yet it is universal in the sense that the values it espouses are universal which can be located in most of the cultures of the world. Its core value of freedom has been a backbone of all progressive culture-eastern as well as western. Its values are also class universals in the P a g e | 2035
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ISSN: 0971-1260 Vol-22-Issue-3-July-September-2019 sense that they are not tied with only one class in a social economic matrix. Liberalism champions equality of rights and equality of laws but it suspects state sponsored socialist vision of equality which attempts to remove human element and its claim for diversity. One of the basic traits of the paradigm of liberalism is that it limits the role of Government to a referee between capital and labour for protecting and assisting those who are adversely affected by economic and social conditions of capitalism. It wants the Government not to play the role of a business house, but to concentrate on the fields like education, health and infrastructure. It thus respects equality of opportunity which is a reflection of preciousness of on failure of Fabian socialism advocated by Jawaharlal Nehru after Independence. He praises Nehru for establishing democratic institutions in the country but chides him for being a dreamer and thus failing to understand the economic challenges before India. In his leanings towards socialism, Nehru failed to see that his vision of mixed economy is nothing but a chimera which would give rise to corruption, nepotism and stagnation. In his zeal for a socialist heaven, Nehru stifled the industrial revolution and competitiveness making a path clear for sub standard and non functional public delivery system. Even Gandhi, with his emphasis on rural economy, is not spared by the writer whose influence on Indian politics and masses made them separate ways from the ethos of capitalism. The greatest ire of The play successfully secures its place as a play of contemporary relevance wherein Larins typifies a liberal conscience which goes to ruins due to its excessive indulgence in power.
Larins, particularly in his early stages, stands distinguished as a liberal who poses a contrast to other Englishmen in their rejection of India and Indians. He poses a contrast to other Englishmen in the play who believe in racial stereotypes and are not able to come out of ethnic prejudices. Larins rejects these classifications on the basis of his experiences and finds them abhorrent and chauvinistic. He is a libertine who remains free from all types of religious and cultural biasness. The play is about changing social order which affects the Indian society socially and economically in the aftermath of freedom of India. In the play Ansuya and her family belong to the old aristocratic class while Deepak and her mother Chitra represent new ethos of industrial society. Though, historically, the liberal era on Indian political and economic landscape picked up momentum after 1990's, it had its root in the first inkling of industrialization during 1960s and 70s in which the play is set. The play depicts the story of the two migrated families from Lahore to India after partition and the colonial hangover in its decadence and narrowness. This vision of a lost world is pitted against the ambition and greed of a new class of entrepreneurs, which with all its faults is forward looking and optimistic of opportunities. Deepak, a successful executive in a company in Bombay, P a g e | 2041 THINK INDIA (Quarterly Journal) ISSN: 0971-1260 Vol-22-Issue-3-July-September-2019 represents Indian middle class youth which believes in doing things practically and with great enthusiasm. He echoes certain beliefs of the writer himself in his faith in liberal ideas of modern economy. Deepak of 9 Jakhoo Hill, along with Arjun of A Fine Family, constitutes vision of Gurcharan Das's economic liberalization. The play, which is a study of effects of changing economy on human relationships and presents declining social and moral values in Indian society, poses some relevant liberal ideas about economic and society. It emphasizes a critical balance between economic upliftment and maintenance of social and moral values which is one of the basic liberal value advocated by Gurcharan Das
In a nutshell we can say that though critics have largely noticed the interplay of different themes revolving abound liberalism as championed by the writer, there seems to be lacking a thorough study which may link his concept of liberalism with values which are fictionalised and dramatized in his novel, dramas as well as essays. The interrelationship between his fictional work, comprising novel and dramas, and non-fictional work consisting of essays needs to be critically scrutinized. Further, even in his essays Gurcharan Das is never overtly didactic; he peppers his concept of liberalism with anecdotes and incidents from real life which illustrate the liberal values he champions in life.
